focused solely on the care of epilepsy patients with a variety of concomitant medical diseases, it would be a unique and valuable reference. In addition to its stated title, however, this book compiles detailed and state-of-the-art information about the epidemiology, pathophysiology, differential diagnosis, evaluation, and treatment of acute, provoked, and unprovoked seizures complicating diseases of every organ system. It thus becomes a timely and indispensable volume with much broader application.
If Managing Epilepsy and Co-existing Disorders, edited by Alan B. Ettinger and Orrin Devinsky, focused solely on the care of epilepsy patients with a variety of concomitant medical diseases, it would be a unique and valuable reference. In addition to its stated title, however, this book compiles detailed and state-of-the-art information about the epidemiology, pathophysiology, differential diagnosis, evaluation, and treatment of acute, provoked, and unprovoked seizures complicating diseases of every organ system. It thus becomes a timely and indispensable volume with much broader application.
The first section provides a thorough overview of disorders that can mimic epileptic seizures. The second comprehensively reviews seizures and diseases of other organs, such as cardiac, renal, hepatic, hematologic, and pulmonary systems. Chapters on metabolic, infectious, and inflammatory disorders and toxin/drug effects on epilepsy complete the discussion of brain-body interactions. Other chapters detail the reciprocal interactions between seizures and other central nervous system disorders, including brain tumors, head trauma, headache, sleep disorders, and cerebrovascular disease. The next sections discuss issues of sexuality and pregnancy, psychiatric comorbidity, and treatment of special populations such as children and the elderly. Another section provides an up-to-date review of adverse and beneficial effects of antiepileptic drugs (AEDs) and drug interactions. The final section advises on management of epilepsy patients undergoing medical procedures and treatment in the emergency room or intensive care unit.
The contributing authors, nationally renowned epilepsy specialists, emphasize practical aspects of diagnosis, treatment, and prognosis. Each chapter includes detailed information on how the medical condition and its treatment cause seizures or alter seizure threshold and, conversely, how seizures, epilepsy, and AEDs affect the concomitant disease process and treatment. Abundant and well-organized tables provide quick access to critical information. Occasional overlap between chapters does not significantly affect the overall quality of the book.
This book is a unique repository of information not available in other general epilepsy texts, and is essential for neurologists, trainees, and other clinicians who treat patients with epilepsy. Because of extensive coverage of provoked seizures, it is also excellent reference for neurologists providing consultative services and for intensive care and emergency medicine physicians. Although epilepsy is a common occurrence in the lives of individuals with developmental disabilities, there remain serious shortfalls in our theoretical and practical knowledge of the management of seizure disorders in this population. Epilepsy and Developmental Disabilities is a most valuable work that capably addresses this difficult, complicated, incompletely understood, and frustrating task in modern medicine. The editors have skillfully assembled collaborators from diverse disciplines who examine the overlap and interplay of the multiple factors that impair health and quality of life in those affected with developmental disabilities and epilepsy. The thoughtful management of these complicated patients requires a comprehensive appreciation of the effects of underlying brain pathology, cognitive impairment, behavioral disorders, physical disabilities, and psychosocial limitations, in addition to the consequences of the seizures themselves, the subtle effects of interictal epileptic foci, and the intended (and unintended) effects of antiepileptic drugs. Indeed, the strength of this work is that it does provide a comprehensive examination of the myriad factors that collectively conspire to erode quality of life in those affected.
Susan T. Herman, MD
The book is well organized, and its scope is pertinent and impressive, encompassing topics as fundamental as the epidemiology of epilepsy, mental retardation, and cerebral palsy, as well as practical advice in the selection and management of traditional and new antiepileptic drugs, stimulants for attention deficit-hyperactivity disorder, and agents for depression and coincident behavioral disorders. The authors provide perspectives that are rich in data and personal experience, and common controversial questions are examined from opposing viewpoints, illustrating how much work remains ahead for future inquiry.
Epilepsy and Developmental Disabilities should prove very informative and useful for any professional involved in the care of the developmentally disabled, and particularly for rehabilitation specialists, neurologists, epileptologists, psychologists, and psychiatrists.
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